
 

MAY 1
Four State Photography 
Enthusiasts: Ozarks 
Through the Lens opens

MAY 3
First Thursday Trivia Night

MAY 10
Small Works Closing Party

MAY 16
Third Thursday: ART 
ABANDONMENT

MAY 31
Four State Photography 
Enthusiasts: Ozarks 
Through the Lens closes

JUNE 1
Artist Talk: The Family as 
Mentor with Aston Stovern

Darral Dishman: The Artist 
as Mentor opens

Family Affair: A Multi-
Generational Exhibit opens

JUNE 4
NAMI Joplin: Creative 
Wellness opens

JUNE 6
First Thursday               
Trivia

FilmSpiva: 48-Hour Film 
Competition - Contestants 
Meet in Main Gallery

JUNE 13
FilmSpiva: 48-Hour Film 
Competition - Screening 
at Bookhouse Cinema

JUNE 20
Third Thursday: ART 
ABANDONMENT

JULY 20
Darral Dishman: The 
Artist as Mentor closes

AUGUST 1
First Thursday Trivia

AUGUST 2
Four States Photography 
Enthusiasts: The Human 
Experience: A Social 
Commentary opens

AUGUST 3
Artist Talk: The Photography 
of Richard Loftis by J. Armin 
Rust

Watercolors of Paul Jackson 
opens

The Photography of Richard 
Loftis opens

AUGUST 15
Third Thursday: ART 
ABANDONMENT 

SEPTEMBER 5
First Thursday Trivia

AUGUST 31
Four States Photography 
Enthusiasts: The Human 
Experience: A Social 
Commentary closes

SUMMER/FALL 2019 PROGRAM AND EVENTS CALENDAR

JULY 27
Family Affair: A Multi-
Generational Exhibit 
closes

MANHATTAN
TAPESTRY
PAUL JACKSON 
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Director’s Letter
The past month, as the Interim Executive Director at Spiva, has been an 
exciting learning experience for me, as well as bringing a new appreciation 
for the myriad of activities that take place at your community art center 
each week.  The opening of PhotoSpiva 2019 and the Small Works Auction 
was the most well attended of any past Spiva opening, and Small Works 
Auction sales have exceeded expectations.  We’re planning a broad array 
of inspirational and fun classes for every age group and collaborating with 
area artists on Masterclasses.  

“The mission of Spiva is to celebrate the creative experience.  Our vision is to be 
a community catalyst, joining culture, community, education, business, and the 
arts as one, endeavoring to be a model for art centers across the nation.”  

The Board of Directors and the staff take our mission very seriously, but we can’t do it alone.  If 
you or someone you know is looking for a volunteer opportunity, or would like to recommend 
future classes or exhibits, we want to hear from you!  You can contact me at susan.adams@
spivaarts.org, you can call us at 417-623-0183, or reach out through our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/spivaarts/.  Thank you for your continued support of Spiva Center for the Arts.
  
Susan Adams, Interim Executive Director

Susan Adams
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
It’s an exciting time of change here at Spiva!  

I want to first thank long time board member and Spiva supporter, Susan 
Adams, for currently serving as our Interim Director.  One of her priori-
ties is managing our search for the permanent Executive Director. We are 
receiving resumes and the Board is committed to taking our time with this 
process to make sure we select the most qualified Executive Director.

The Harry M. Cornell Arts & Entertainment Complex capital campaign is more than 95% com-
plete.  This will be the new home for Spiva and we are planning for our future there! Not only will 
we have expanded gallery and classroom space, we’ll finally have the climate control and height-
ened security needed to allow us to bring world class exhibits to the center of Joplin.

Its election time!  Please review the enclosed ballot for the open Board of Directors seats.  Our 
board is a “working board”, these volunteer board members are expected to serve on com-
mittees, attend meetings and functions and support Spiva in many different ways behind the 
scenes.  They and all of the past board members, devote a significant amount of their own per-
sonal time to making sure that George A. Spiva Center for the Arts remains the vital and creative 
resource our community has enjoyed for the past 70 years. Once you’ve voted, you can either 
mail the ballot back to Spiva or drop it off at the Center when you visit.    

In closing, I want to thank all of the volunteers, artists and staff for their creativity and work to 
ensure that Spiva remains the jewel that it is.  

I appreciate this opportunity to speak to the Spiva membership.  Comments from the Board 
President will be an ongoing part of Spiva newsletters.

Sincerely,

Steven W. Graddy
President, George A. Spiva Center for the Arts
Board of Directors

Steven W. Graddy
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MAIN GALLERY
JUNE 1 – JULY 20, 2019 
Darral Dishman: The Artist as Mentor
Sponsored by Missouri Southern State University, Ann Sharp, and 
Missouri Arts CouncilHosts: The Family of Darral Dishman

OPENING RECEPTION

Friday, May 31, 5:30 – 7:30 PM

Suggested Contribution for Non-Member Guests: $5

Exploring the enduring connections between artists and their 

ART'S GOLDEN THREAD OF MENTORS 
STRETCHES NOT JUST INTO THE ANCIENT
PAST, BUT ALSO FAR INTO THE FUTURE.”

students—mentors and mentees—Darral Dishman: The Artist as Mentor 
demonstrates how the act of mentoring flows through one generation 
of artists to the next. 

Over the course of his painting and teaching career, Dishman (1936-
1984) developed a reputation as a fine painter and accomplished 
teacher. Between 1966 and 1984, he maintained a private studio and 
served as Art Department head for Missouri Southern State College 
and director of Spiva Art Center on the college campus. His passion 
for both art and education led him to mentor a variety of developing 
artists: young, private students in his studio (as in the case of Jeff Legg, 
Stan Baden, and Mark Vanslyke); K-12 students in small, surrounding 
communities; students enrolled in MSSC art classes; participants in 
Spiva workshops; and senior citizens in area artist guilds. Interacting 
with emerging artists both invigorated and inspired him. Many of his 
students went on to become professional artists and teachers, in turn 
adding their voices and talent to the “thread of mentors” that began, for 
them, with Dishman. 

The Artist as Mentor celebrates both the power of mentoring and the 
legacy of Darral Dishman. Through his own artwork and reflections, as 
well as those of former students and MSSC alumni, this diverse exhibit 

underscores the importance of the mentor/mentee relationship. 
Mentored by Dishman and other MSSC art faculty members, these 
mentees explored personal directions and developed unique artistic 
styles. 
 
This invitational, curated exhibition incorporates paintings and 3-D 
works by 19 artists in eight states. Their stories about Dishman’s 
mentoring—compiled for the exhibit by Marilyn Dishman-Horst—reveal 
treasured memories of a devoted mentor and the insightful “take-aways” 
that have stayed with them throughout their own careers. Featured 
artists include Stan Baden, Gary Bowling, Lana Caywood, Tricia Courtney, 
Linda Dishman, John Fitzgibbon, Jeffrey Jones, Annette Key, Jeff Kilbane, 
Kim Kissel, Melody Knowles, Jeff Legg, Dan McWilliams, Elaina Edman 
Oberzan, Richard Sachan, Ron Seat, Brad Talbott, Andy Thomas, and 
Mark Vanslyke.

Proceeds from the sale of Dishman paintings will be donated to the 
Missouri Southern State University Foundation for the annual Darral 
Dishman Art Scholarship to perpetuate the mentoring tradition. 

Paul Soderberg — novelist, journalist, editor of Art-Talk newspaper, mentor to young writers

UPSTAIRS GALLERY
MAY 1 – 31, 2019 
Four State Photography Enthusiasts: Ozarks Through 
the Lens
OPENING RECEPTION
May 2, 2019 5:30-7:30 PM

The Fourth Annual Ozarks Through the Lens exhibit from the Four State Photography Enthusiasts is a juried exhibition. The group of like-
minded individuals (people that love to play with their cameras) meet to share and learn about their passion…photography.  

Janice Myers and Jane Ballard solicited entries earlier in the year and got 62 total from 21 local photographers. From those entries, 25 images 
were chosen from 15 photographers by this year’s judges Drew Kimble and Jessica Edwards. The exhibit contains a wide variety of images 
highlighting local talent. 

Opening reception is May 2 from 5-8pm; awards will be presented at 6 pm. Exhibit runs through May 31.
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MAIN GALLERY
AUGUST 3 – SEPTEMBER 28, 2019 
The Watercolors of Paul Jackson 
OPENING RECEPTION 

Friday, August 2, 5:30-7:30 PM

Suggested Contribution for Non-Member Guest $5

Paul Jackson is an internationally renowned watercolor painter 
who has been recognized as one of the contemporary Master 
Painters of the World.

Last year, Watercolor Artist Magazine listed one of Jackson’s 
watercolors as being among the top 25 “to admire all over again” 
from among 6,500 works. 

While Jackson is best known as a watercolorist, it is not his lone 
medium of work.  He designed the Missouri Commemorative 
State Quarter for the U.S. Mint and has designed Presidential 
Easter eggs for the White House three times. 

However, it is his work as a watercolor painter that has gained 
him the most recognition. He was named a Master Painter of 
the World by International Artists Magazine, and he has been 
a featured speaker at the International Watercolor Masters 
Invitational in Lushan, China. His work has appeared on the 
cover of Artist’s Magazine four times and it has been featured in 
American Artist magazine, Watercolor magazine, Forbes Magazine, 
the New York Times, and the Wall Street Journal, among numerous 
other publications. 

He is a signature member of the American Watercolor Society 
and the National Watercolor Society and he was awarded 
honorary membership in the Missouri Watercolor Society for 
his significant contributions to the visual arts. Last year, one of 
his works was selected for inclusion in the Missouri Watercolor 
Society’s international exhibition in Qingdao, China.    

Jackson’s pieces are in several private collections and are on 
display in the Missouri State Capitol, the Governor’s Mansion and 
the state Supreme Court building. 

REGIONAL GALLERY
JUNE 1 – JULY 27 
Family Affair: A Multi-Generational Exhibit
Sponsored by The Wild Flower

Three generations of the Perry 
family will come together to display 
an eclectic blend of mediums with a 
contemporary aesthetic when they 
present the exhibit, Family Affair: A 
Multi-Generational Exhibit, scheduled 
for June 1 – July 27 in the Regional Gallery. 

The exhibit will feature the work of siblings Bill and Rebecca 
Perry, along with Rebecca’s daughter, Aston Stovern, and Aston’s 
daughter, Rylee Munch. Because the family works in differing 
mediums, each one of them will be going their own way in 
their mediums, hoping to provoke feelings of joy, wonder, and 
curiosity.  

 
The Perry family art journey didn’t start, as 
assumed, with Bill and Rebecca’s parents 
urging them to pursue the arts. Rather, 
the siblings simply felt the pull of art and 
followed it. They then encouraged Aston, and 
the three of them mentored Rylee. 
 
Bill is a fine art photographer whose work 
has been published nationally and has won 
national and international awards. In this 
exhibit, he’s stepping out of his comfort zone 
by presenting abstract paintings.

 
Rebecca combines recycled objects into sculptures, then veneers 
them with clay, often implementing the millefiori technique. She 
has won awards in shows at Spiva & Carthage’s artCentral, and 
her work has sold internationally. 
 
Aston excels in a variety of 
mediums, but she is best 
known for her large metal 
sculptures. Her work has won 
awards at Spiva and Missouri 
Southern State University. 

While Rylee dabbles in 
photography and in metal 
sculpture, her primary focus 
is ceramics. Having obtained 
an art education degree from 
the University of Arkansas, she 
just completed her first year of 
teaching in Webb City. 

Polkastripe by Rebecca Perry

The Night Tripper by Paul Jackson

The Watercolors of Paul Jackson is partially funded with financial 
support from the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency. 

“Family Affair: A Multi-Generational Exhibit” is sponsored in part 
with funding by the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency. 

Cubeman by Rylee Munch

Aston Stovern



UPSTAIRS GALLERY
AUGUST 2-31, 2019 
Four States Photography Enthusiasts, The Human 
Experience: A Social Commentary
OPENING RECEPTION
Friday, August 2, 5:30-7:30 PM

This themed exhibit will be exclusively black and white 
photography addressing  growing social issues albeit addiction, 
bullying, suicide, disasters, border walls, human trafficking,  
homelessness, abuse, etc. Entries have yet to be chosen at the 
time of this publicaton. The exhibit promises to be engaging and 
provocative.
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UPSTAIRS GALLERY
JUNE 4-29, 2019
NAMI Joplin: Creative Wellness
OPENING RECEPTION 
Saturday, June 8, 1-3 PM

THE HARRY M. CORNELL ARTS & 
ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX UPDATE
The dream of Spiva’s future home is rapidly becoming a reality!  
At the time of this newsletter’s publication, the capital campaign 
for The Cornell Complex has reached 95% of its initial $14 million 
goal, and both Connect2Culture and Spiva are confident that 
100% will be reached prior to June 1st.  Achieving this goal will 
initiate the final phase of the construction plans and the engage-
ment of contractors.  Targeted to open in the fall of 2021, The 
Cornell Complex will be the focus for visual and performing arts 
in Joplin and be a key factor in the revitalization of downtown.  
For more information and updates, please go to https://spivaarts.
org/ and follow the link to learn more about our new home.

REGIONAL GALLERY
AUGUST 3 – OCTOBER 5, 2019
The Photography of Richard Loftis

Richard Loftis is recognized as one of the most distinguished 
photographers in the Midwest. He was a founding board 
member of the Society of Contemporary Photography, Kansas 
City, and has taught in the photography departments of the 
Kansas City Art Institute, Longview Community College, Lee’s 
Summit, and Johnson County Community College, Overland 
Park, Kansas.  A former design engineer for Westinghouse 
Electric and Western Electric, he used his engineering skills to 
design and manufacture specialty photography equipment. 
His photographs have been accepted for inclusion in several 
PhotoSpiva exhibitions. 

His work is included in collections of the National Museum 
of American Art, Washington, D.C., the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston, Texas, and the Nelson-Atkins Museum, Kansas City. A 
50-year retrospective of his work was presented in 2002 at the 
Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art, St. Joseph. 

The Photography of Richard Loftis is partially funded with financial 
support from the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency. 

NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, is the nation’s largest grassroots mental 
health organization dedicated to building better lives for the millions of Americans 
impacted by mental health challenges. NAMI Joplin has partnered with Spiva Center 
for the Arts to provide a weekly Creative Wellness group to individuals in the area. This 
exhibition will showcases the work of that group, demonstrating the way art helps ease 
the pressures of mental health and how creativity can be used as an emotional outlet. 
Artworks from over fifteen members will be shown and a portion of sales will go towards 
supporting NAMI Joplin. 



EVANGELA SUZUKI

How did you start getting involved 
with Spiva? 
l got involved with Spiva through my son's 
interest in the arts. When we moved to the 
area from Japan, l wanted him to adjust to 
American life by making friends with similar 
interests and to have exposure to English in 
a fun classroom setting. 

What is your most memorable 
experience at Spiva?
My most memorable experience at Spiva 
was taking a glass class for my son. He had signed up to make a 
glass plate but he got sick. So l went for him. I knew he had loved 
all the glass classes but it was my first experience with glass so l 
was a bit nervous. l really enjoyed it and I made him a ninja plate 
with his name in Japanese on it. He still uses that plate for his 
snacks.

What kind of things do you volunteer your time with at 
Spiva?  
I like to help out whenever l can but mainly during the third 
grade visits to Spiva. 

What's something people may be surprised to know 
about you? 
Something that may surprise people about me is that l was in 
a television series with Richard Chamberlain. Surprises me too 
because l was way too young to remember it. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
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THIRD THURSDAY ART 
ABANDONMENT
What is ART ABANDONMENT? Think of it as a random 
act of kindness with a creative spirit! It is the practice of 
leaving art (of all kinds, shapes, and sizes) in public places 
for finders to enjoy it, give it a good home, or pass it on to 
someone else. A key element includes leaving a note for 
the finder to know it's a gift. SPIVA WANTS TO CELEBRATE 
THIS IDEA! We encourage you to create, repurpose, or 
re-gift a piece of original art and ABANDON it to be found 
downtown during Third Thursday festivities. Need a tag? 
Drop by Spiva and pick one up at the front desk! We’d love 
for you to take a picture and tag us on Facebook, or e-mail 
it to jhenning@spivaarts.org.  WE WANT TO SHARE THE JOY!

HOST YOUR EVENT WITH US!
Come share our beautiful building set in historic downtown Joplin! Spiva offers facility rentals for events 
of all sizes. Whether it’s an intimate business meeting or a large party or reception, we’ve got the place for 
you! We even have spaces to host parties for your creative and fun-loving kiddos, with excellent instructors 
to guide the way. For more information, go to spivaarts.org/facility-rental/ or email Jade Henning at 
jhenning@spivaarts.org

Artists Round Table
On April 23rd, Spiva hosted a round table discussion with 15 area artists, most of whom are members of the Joplin Regional Artists 
Coalition (JRAC). The purpose of the meeting was to brainstorm about how Spiva can best support the local arts community and to get 
feedback on current programs and processes.  The group had excellent, open discussions, which resulted in immediate improvement 
to our website, changes to our upcoming class schedule, and more long-term projects to be announced in the near future.  Spiva and 
JRAC will also be collaborating on the creation of a new level of educational opportunities for working artists.  A BIG shout-out to the 
artists for giving up their evening for Spiva, and for their commitment and passion in support of the Center.
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HEART FOR ART AWARD
We’re so honored! In April, the Missouri Art Education Association 
(MAEA) awarded Spiva Center for the Arts with the Heart for 
Art Appreciation Award. This award is given to individuals and 
organizations in recognition of outstanding achievement, 
contribution, and/or service to the field of art education. 

Nominated by Amber Mintert, former Spiva Board member and 
art education professor at MSSU. Amber is also the recipient of 
the MAEA’s award for Higher Art Educator of the Year.  Mintert 
says, “Spiva Center for the Arts should be recognized for their 
outstanding contributions to art education in the Joplin re-
gion. The center has been involved with after school programs 
and collaborations with local schools for many years. They are 
dedicated to art education. The Joplin region is so fortunate to 
have Spiva Art Center as a great community asset. Many children 
benefit from the work that is done in this non-for-profit Center 
with a love for the community.”

Thank you Amber for the nomination and your many 
contributions in support of Spiva!

Exhibit sponsors Debbie and Richard Reed with Mosaics Art Gallery, General Mills, Freeman Health System and the Freeman R. 
Johnson Trust, Steve and Diana Graddy, U.S. Bank and the Lemons Trust; The Wild Flower, Macadoodles, and Homewood Suites 
for opening reception hospitality, Spiva Board of Directors and volunteers for their generous hosting of opening receptions; Cleo 
Copeland and Tom Brown for their unending assistance with art work delivery and hanging of every exhibit; Caley Hedman and 
Hedman Chiropractic for sponsoring this year’s Art on Tap event; David Pryor at Missouri Eagle for providing beverages for trivia night 
and Art on Tap; Trinity Circle and Amy Parish for classroom supplies; James and Brenda Jackson for art supplies and new vinyl banner; 
Sharon Beshore for sponsoring the Spiva in Bloom events; Charlie Davis with Software Center for helping with computer restoration; 
Fagan Electric for installing light fixtures in our library; and Angela Vorhees for bringing cookies to the staff.

THANK YOU... 

CALL FOR ARTISTS: FILMSPIVA 48-HOUR 
FILM COMPETITION 
Filmmakers, get your teams together and prepare for a 
whirlwind of creativity: Spiva Center for the Arts is hosting the 
Tenth Annual FilmSpiva 48-Hour Film Competition this June.

“June worked out last year, we got more students participating 
as we had hoped and more teams made films than ever before,” 
says Shaun Conroy, event organizer. “Working with Bookhouse 
Cinema was a resounding success. The event is growing and 
getting better every year.” 

Contestants will meet in the Main Gallery at 6pm, Thursday, 
June 6, to receive this year’s criteria. They then have 48 hours to 
complete a 3-minute short film. Deadline to submit entries is 
6pm, Saturday, June 8. The cost is $20 per team. 

Films will be screened at BookHouse Cinema, 715 E. Broadway, 
on June 13 starting at 5:30pm. There will be three showings of 
all the films, 5:30pm, 6:15pm and 7pm with an awards ceremony 
after the final showing. Winning films are determined by a panel 
of jurors as well as a people’s choice award chosen by popular 
vote and awards will be presented 
at 7:30pm that evening. Anyone 
interested in sponsoring the com-
petition or donating prizes should 
contact Shaun Conroy, sconroy@
spivaarts.org. 

2019 Annual Fund Drive
Without your generous support, there would be no George A. 
Spiva Center for the Arts.  The Annual Fund Campaign, and your 
membership fees, are the dollars that are earmarked to pay our 
operational expenses.  These are not costs that are exciting and 
sexy to talk about, but bills that have to be paid every month.  
Spiva’s utility bills alone are almost $20,000 a year.  Other 
expenses include insurance coverages, support of 
outreach programs, payroll and taxes, IT services, 
and all of the other mundane costs required to 
keep an organization going.  If you haven’t already 
filled out a pledge card in support of the Annual 
Campaign, please consider doing so now.  You can 
contribute by check, via our secure website, or 
use a convenient monthly payment plan. You will 
literally be helping us to keep the lights on! 

3RD GRADE SPOTLIGHT
During the months of January and February, Spiva hosted 
nearly 1,800 3rd graders from 6 different school districts and 22 
different schools. It’s an annual tradition that students, teachers, 
and Spiva staff look forward to every year. 

Students spent time in our Main and Regional Galleries, 
learning about mediums, contemplating artistic motivation, 
and participating in thoughtful talks on the meaning of art. 
After touring the galleries, they were able to create their own 
mixed media art, based around a piece in the gallery, as well as 
participate in a collaborative art installation in the Secret Room.  
Take a look at some of the memories created this year!



222 W. THIRD STREET
JOPLIN, MO  64801
417.623.0183
www.spivaarts.org

GALLERY & GIFT SHOP HOURS
TUESDAY – SATURDAY:  10-5

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING SPIVA 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS!

CHANGE SERVICES REQUESTED

MEMBERSHIP
WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS  l  DECEMBER – MARCH
Stephanie Borgard

Michelle Cahill

Jerry Carpenter-Johravi

John & Penny Chirby

Michael Cline

Joe Craigmile

Elizabeth Darling

Linda Dishman

Ashley Eriksen & Jesse 

Weddle

Phil & Nancy A. Erwin

Sara Jacobs Fisher

Anita Flanigan

Christy Gullett

Loren Holloway

Kathryn Hope

Jeffrey Legg
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Register for classes online! 
                    www.spivaarts.org

MAY – SEPTEMBER 2019
SPIVA ART LAB FLYER ENCLOSED

THANK YOU TO THESE CORPORATIONS WHO 
SUPPORT SPIVA THROUGH BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS:

SEASON PARTNER
Joplin Printing Co.
Ozark Center

CONTRIBUTING PARTNER
Davis CPA Group
Homewood Suites
Roy and Suzi Huntington,
 Crackpot Pottery & Art Studio
Stronghold Data

BUSINESS PARTNER
Cleo’s Picture Framing & Design
EaglePicher Technologies
Hedman Chiropractic
Images in Tile
Macadoodles
Marcee Carpenter,
 Keller Williams Realty
Mark Norris, Watermark Creative
Midwest Allergy & Arthritis,
 Dr. Michael Joseph
Missouri Eagle, LLC
Quality Inter-Connect Systems,
 Incorporated
Sign Designs
Southwest Missouri Bank
The Wild Flower

GALLERY PARTNER
Leggett and Platt, Incorporated  

CENTER PARTNER
Empire District Electric Company
Freeman Health System

Travis Lewis

Brad & Emily McIntyre

Alisha McWilliams

Jill Miller

Patrick Neal

Rosalie O'Leary

Veronica Pickett

Carey & Tim Prater

Wade Rogers

Rosa Bella Boutique

Shaun Steele

Lou Stine

Travis & Karlee Talent

Jill Wisdorf

Tobi Yerokun & Sheena Lall

Bonnie Young


