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TERMINOLOGY - MATCH THE DEFINITIONS

a.  The lightness or darkness of an artwork.

b. Someone who gets paid for an activity.

c. An area that is enclosed or separated 
from the background.

d.  A beginner.

e.  The path of a moving point.

f.  The way something feels or looks like it 
feels.

g. The element of art that is produced when 
light, striking an object, is reflected back 
to the eye.

h.  An area designated for art, it can be 
positive or negative.

i.  The height, width and depth of an 
artwork.

j.  One who produces art

1. Artist

2. Professional

3. Novice

4. Color

5.  Value

6.  Texture

7.  Shape

8.  Form 

9.  Space

10.  Line

“I’m not an artist!” 

As an art teacher, I have heard this state-
ment countless times.  This emphatic stance 
is generally followed by fascinating con-
versations and reflections. The term, artist 
seems to poke deep emotions in folks.  In 
this article, we will consider what it means 
to be an artist.  Coincidentally, the 70th 
Annual Membership Show is currently on 
display at the George A Spiva Center for 
the Arts.  Where professional artists and 
unsure novices display pieces together!  
The Membership show has only one 
criterion, that you are a member of the 
George A. Spiva Center for the Arts. This 
means that young and old, beginners and 
experts may all show a chosen piece in 
the Main Gallery.  What is so remarkable 
about the show is the level of quality.  It is 
excellent.  The work is diverse, interesting 
and technically well done.  You will ask 
yourself, “How can our community have 
this many artists?”  

Are you an artist?  

During my visit to the gallery, I spoke to 
the artists and I viewed the show.  I am 
fortunate to know many of the “artists” who 
enter the Membership show.  One of the 
participants considers herself a techni-
cian, not an artist.  I was so perplexed!  I 
began to ask other people, “What makes 
someone an artist?”  I even went so far as 
to contact my fun, fabulous high school art 
teacher to glean his thoughts on this ques-
tion and he said, “I still do not know what 
makes one…or what one is.”  I thought that 
was a great answer.  Mr. South inspired 
many of us to become artists or to work 
and live in a creatively enlightened way.  
Yet, he still didn’t have a definitive answer.  
Define yourself! 

Regardless of how I tried to find a neat 
and clear answer to, “What makes 
someone an artist?” I couldn’t find one.  It 
seems that any rule that could potentially 
be applied to ‘being an artist’ is or will be 
broken by an artist!  Art is about experi-
menting, pushing boundaries, celebrating 
and lamenting.  Sometimes it is about 
showing raw emotions while at other times 
it is about clean, organized design.  I 
challenge you to think of a topic or subject 
that hasn’t been addressed in art.  Art, 
and being an artist is just out of the realm 
of definition.  That’s why you will love the 
70th Annual Membership show.  The work 
will surprise you and challenge you.  It 
may even inspire you to create a piece for 
next year’s show!

A RICH 
COMMUNITY 
OF ARTISTS!  

Like in all fields of interest or study, art 
has its own terminology.  That terminology 
can feel intimidating.  Let’s face it, when 
someone uses a word we don’t know, we 
might tune out, pretend to know what it 
means or simply ignore it!  It’s only human 
nature to hide the fact that we don’t know 
something.  

The great news is, that if you have ever 
created a piece of art or even picked 
out an outfit for yourself, you have used 
design.  The other really important thing 
to remember is that even among experts, 
there is disagreement regarding the 
design elements.  In fact, there is not 

universal agreement on what makes art 
fantastic.  
There are some basic words and ideas 
that help us define and talk about art. 
These groups of terms are called the 
elements and principles of design.  The 
elements of design are color, value, texture, 
shape, form, space, and line.  The principles 
are contrast, emphasis, balance, unity, pattern, 
movement, and rhythm. These elements 
and principles can be defined in different 
ways.  A good way to understand these 
elements and principles is to use different 
sources including books, teachers and the 
internet.

DESIGN TALK

Share your perspective!

What does it mean to be an artist?  This is a 
personal perspective.  If you know someone 
who is an artist, include a description of 
him/her.  What would it be like to be an 
artist?  If you were an artist, what kind of 
work would you make?  Would you paint, 
draw, sculpt…??  

Does the show measure up?  

How many pieces are there in the show? 
How long do you think it took to hang the art 
in the Membership Show?  
How much does an art show cost?  …How 
can that be figured?  
Art is generally hung at ‘eye level’.  What 
would be eye level for you?  Measure from 
the floor.  How a show is hung makes a 
difference.  Why is math important when art 
is hung for a display?

“Shadows of Spiva” by Marta Churchwell
“Life” by Kay Graves
“Mesilla Mission” by Amy Young
“Napoleon” by Brenda Molesworth Sageng

“Lovers Taking a Walk” by Diana Bray
“Door's Open, Come On In” by Gary Johnson
“Not of this World” by Cindy Woolery
“Emerald Lady” by Brent Skinner

“To Life” by Paula Giltner
“Compliant” by Lydia Humphreys
“Red Sands Beach Hana” by Brad Mace

“Bird on Bark” by Marsha Cole
“Barn Quilts” by Dan McWilliams
“Espiritu Sanctu”  by Jesse McCormick

“Zebra” by Genevieve Billings “Lil Puppy” by Callie Sweet

“Butterfly Mug” by Olivia Mintert “Rapunzel” by Morgan Sutton

By Dr. Elaina Edman, Joplin Schools Art Teacher

HOURS:
10:00 - 5:00, TUESDAY - SATURDAY

FREE TO ALL AGES

MAIN GALLERY 
October 14 - December 16


